
$4.5
million

Total scholarship dollars 
awarded since 1987

Saginaw Community 
Foundation marks its 
30th year of scholarship 
awards in 2017; looking 
to re-connect with past 
scholarship recipients. 

Back in 1987, our first scholarship award, the  
Optimist Club of Saginaw – “Officer Ed” 
Nowaczyk Scholarship, was presented to Kim 
Sebold. Since then, thousands of students 
have earned millions of dollars collectively in 
scholarships for the pursuit of post-secondary 
education dreams, thanks to generous donors 
who have established scholarship funds at SCF.

To celebrate our 30th year of scholarship awards, 
Saginaw Community Foundation would like to 
re-connect with past scholarship recipients.

“We would like to hear what impact a schol-
arship from Saginaw Community Foundation 

has made in their lives,” said LeeAnn Martuch, 
program officer at Saginaw Community 
Foundation.

Since awarding its first scholarship in 1987, 
the number of scholarship funds has grown 
to more than 190. In 2016, 259 students were 
presented with 423 awards totaling $469,956. 
Many funds award multiple scholarships with 
award amounts ranging from $500 to $4,000. 
The scholarship funds support post-secondary 
education pursuits for college or vocational 
training.

“It’s exciting for us and for our donors to learn 
what our scholarship recipients have been able 
to accomplish,” said Martuch. “It doesn’t matter 
if you received a scholarship last year or thirty 
years ago, we would like to hear from you.”

If you or someone you know received a schol-
arship from Saginaw Community Foundation, 
contact LeeAnn Martuch at Saginaw Communi-
ty Foundation at (989) 755-0545 or via email at 
leeann@saginawfoundation.org with details.

Scholarship milestone
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First scholarship award, the Optimist 
Club of Saginaw – “Officer Ed” Nowaczyk 

Scholarship, presented to Kim Sebold.

190

Total number of scholarship 
funds managed by Saginaw 

Community Foundation

Interested in starting a scholarship fund?

Our scholarship funds are made possible 
because of the generosity of our fund do-
nors, like individuals, families, civic groups 
or businesses.    

We offer our expertise and assistance to 
help you develop, promote and administer 
your own scholarship fund from start to 
finish.  

You can create a scholarship as a memorial 
to someone special, selecting eligibility 
criteria that exemplify that person’s goals 
and values. Or, you may use it to express 
the educational values of yourself, your 
family or your company. Depending on your 
preferences, the scholarship you establish 

can support any area of academic need, in-
cluding tuition, room and board, and books.    

To start your scholarship fund, you can give 
cash, appreciated stocks, real estate or oth-
er assets. You also can receive tax benefits 
in the year your gift is made. Additionally, 
your gift can be placed into an endowment 
that is invested and will grow over time.

Ready to get started?
We are ready to assist you in fulfilling your 
philanthropic interests. Contact LeeAnn 
Martuch at (989) 755-0545 or via email  
at leeann@saginawfoundation.org.  
For additional information, visit  
saginawfoundation.org.
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Partners in Philanthropy

As I was considering what to write for my 
President’s Report, I couldn’t help but think 
about my friend and mentor, Mr. Hugo E. 
“Ted” Braun. Ted was one of the greatest 
philanthropic leaders, a community partner, 
and a founding father/visionary of the Sag-
inaw Community Foundation (SCF). As an 
advocate for endowments, Ted recognized 
the importance of building for the future, 
and promoted that message widespread 
across the community. Ted knew it was go-
ing to take more than a few of us to prepare 
for the future, but it was essential that all of 
us work together to carry the philanthropic 
torch.

Over the past 33 years, a number of individ-
uals, groups and organizations have utilized 
SCF as their philanthropic vehicle – all with 
the goal of establishing long-term positive 
change for the Saginaw County community. 
As a member of the SCF team, I feel extreme-
ly honored to carry-on what Ted started with 
this organization and in the community.

The world around us, and how people think 
and act has changed. Saginaw Community 
Foundation has needed to find ways to 
change with the times to meet the needs 
of our community, today and in the future. 
People today want instant gratification and 
want to see immediate results. This drives 
individuals to become more involved with 

Saginaw Community Foundation recently welcomed a new 
member to our staff. Ja’Charri Leavell has joined our team as a 
Scholarship/Program Assistant.

Ja’Charri is a 2016 graduate of Windover High School in Midland 
and was a participant in the Great Lakes Bay Early College.   
Currently, she is a student at Delta College majoring in  
Biomedical Engineering. After finishing her studies at Delta, 
Ja’Charri will continue onto the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

“I am excited to be here and am enjoying all of the challenges,” 
said Ja’Charri.

Her duties will include assisting with processing scholarship 
applications as well as helping with our FORCE Youth Advisory 
Committee.

an “all hands on deck” approach. Recently 
SCF convened a group of individuals to learn 
about a grant opportunity. At that meeting, 
there were some tremendous ideas shared, 
and people found ways to connect their ef-
forts. Witnessing this, we see that it is neces-
sary to not only provide grant opportunities, 
but to also provide leadership to facilitate 
conversations that could become meaningful 
projects and partnerships.

Even though we may need to conduct our 
work a little differently, Ted’s original idea 
of providing a platform to improve or build 
the social welfare for our community – and 
doing so in conjunction with others who have 
similar passions – is the perfect formula for 
community success and positive impact.

Reneé S. Johnston, President & CEO

SCF welcomes new  
staff member  
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Ja’Charri Leavell, Scholarship/ 
Program Assistant



Mission in the City
Curriculum-Driven  
Playground

Thomas Township 
Parks & Trails
Partnership for a  
Better Tomorrow

New Beginnings 
Enrichment Center
Neighborhood  
Enrichment Center

The Nature  
Conservancy
Riverfront Park

Up to $30,000 available 
for a single project
For the 5th consecutive year, Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation will award its Community 
Improvement Initiative Grant to a single proj-
ect. The project, as selected by the Founda-
tion's Board of Directors, will receive $25,000. 
An additional $5,000 will be granted if the 
selected project matches the grant amount.

With this initiative, Saginaw Community 
Foundation seeks to create a funding vehicle 
that will enable the organization to be more 
proactive in addressing community improve-
ment needs. A desired outcome is to encour-
age the community to create and implement 
community improvement initiatives on its 
own.

What exactly is “community  
improvement”?

“We have defined a community improve-
ment initiative as a project that will create 
indelible, measurable impacts in the imme-
diate and broader community,” said Reneé 
Johnston, SCF president and CEO. 

This initiative extends beyond existing 
charitable organizations, churches, schools 
and county/city officials. Individuals, com-
munity groups, neighborhoods, businesses 
and youth groups can apply if they utilize 
the Foundation as a fiscal sponsor. New and 
existing community projects are eligible.

What types of projects are eligible?

The projects submitted must create indeli-
ble, measurable impacts in the immediate 
and broader community; be supported and 
planned by a broad range of users; and have a 
clear, well-laid plan for success and sustain-
ability.

Who can apply for the grant?

Eligible applicants include 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organizations, as well as individuals, commu-
nity groups, neighborhoods, businesses and 
youth groups are eligible to apply without a 
501(c)(3) if Saginaw Community Foundation, 
another nonprofit, a local unit of govern-
ment, or a religious institution is used as the 
fiscal sponsor. 

If interested in utilizing the Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation as the project’s fiscal 
sponsor, give us a call at (989) 755-0545.

Application deadline

Applications are due by April 1, 2017. Before 
beginning your application, please contact 
Kendra Kempf, program officer, at (989) 755-
0545 or kendra@saginawfoundation.org 
to discuss your project and to receive a grant 
number. Additional information can be found 
at saginawfoundation.org/site/grants.

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T Y

Recipients
P A S T

2013

2014

2015

2016
Grant

Applications
Due

April 1
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Chairman’s Circle

President’s Circle

Friends Circle

Apple Mountain
Bierlein Companies Foundation
Burt Watson Chevrolet, Inc.
Chemical Bank
Consumers Energy
Covenant HealthCare
Dornbos Printing Impressions 
Dow Corning Corporation
Fabiano Brothers, Inc.
Garber Management Group, Inc.
Glastender, Inc.
Merrill Technologies Group
Michigan Sugar Company
Morley Companies, Inc.
Network Services Group
Rehmann
St. Mary’s of Michigan
Scott A. Schropp
Shaheen Development
Spence Brothers
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines
Tri-Star Trust Bank
Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP
Wildfire Credit Union
Wolgast Corporation

We thank our corporate sponsors for 
their generous support of Saginaw 
Community Foundation general 
operations.

There are various levels of public and printed 
recognition available – including introductions 
at events, listings in foundation publications 
and logos on our website – depending upon your 
membership level. For more information, call 
(989) 755-0545.

WANT TO JOIN THE  inner  CIRCLE?

Leave a legacy
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F O R  G O O D .  F O R  E V E R .

You can make a lasting gift to your com-
munity by including a charitable bequest 
to the Saginaw Community Foundation 
in your will. 

You can decide to make a Bequest by 
Will at any age by adding it to an existing 
will or drafting a new one. Additionally, 
your charitable gift is excluded from your 
assets for estate tax purposes.

Some of the most tax-efficient asset 
types to give through your estate plan 
come from retirement plan accounts, 
since heirs would be taxed on the income 
in respect of the decedent. 

You can give cash, appreciated stocks or 
other assets. Through your will, you can 
choose to give a stated dollar amount, 
a specific property, a percentage of your 
estate, the remainder after distributions 
to other beneficiaries, or you can make 
your gift contingent on certain events.

Saginaw Community Foundation will 
then help you create your personal lega-
cy of giving by establishing a special fund. 
The fund can be set up in your name, in 
the name of your family, or in honor of 
any person or organization you choose. 
You also may choose to give to an existing 
fund here at the Foundation.

Common Bequest Types

Bequests come in all shapes and sizes. 
Here are few of the more common kinds 
of bequests:

•  General Bequests are legacies left  
that come from the general value of  

the estate, and are made by designating  
a specific dollar amount, a particular  
asset or a fixed percentage of your 
estate.

• Specific Bequests are made when  
a particular item or property is be-
queathed for a designated purpose. 
(i.e., instruments bequeathed to the 
local school district for use in music 
education; dollar funds to be used in 
the operation of a school or church.)

• Residuary Bequests are made when 
you intend to leave the residue portion 
of your assets after other terms of the 
will have been satisfied.

• Contingency Bequests allow you to 
leave a portion of your estate to the 
Saginaw Community Foundation 
if your named beneficiary does not 
survive you.

Ready to leave a legacy?

When you choose to make a bequest or 
other planned gift, you will continue to 
help make an important difference in 
your community.

What better way to thank the people or 
organizations that have had an impact 
on your life, than to make a contribution 
from your estate through a bequest?

We're here to help! Contact Reneé  
Johnston at (989) 755-0545 or via email 
at renee@saginawfoundation.org or visit  
saginawfoundation.org/site/ 
for-donors/donor-resources/ for  
information on leaving your legacy.
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Remembering  
Hugo E. “Ted” Braun
Inspirational leader.  
Community champion.  
Mentor. 

These are just a few of the thoughts that come 
to mind when reflecting on Hugo E. “Ted” 
Braun. Throughout his life, Ted acted with wis-
dom and integrity, kindness and compassion. 
Ted passed away on February 8, 2017.

“Ted Braun was one of Saginaw’s finest Philan-
thropists,” said Reneé Johnston, president and 
CEO, Saginaw Community Foundation. “He 
will be truly missed.”  

Ted Braun made some incredible things 
happen in our community. It was through his 
vision and leadership and the generosity of 
the Junior League of the Saginaw Valley that 
helped to establish the Saginaw Community 
Foundation. Ted understood that creating an 
organization like Saginaw Community Founda-
tion would have a measurable impact on our 
community for generations to come. 

Ted served as the first Chair of the Saginaw 
Community Foundation Board of Directors, 
helping guide us through new, uncharted  
waters. From this role, he was able to educate 

the community about the importance of 
endowments and philanthropy.

“Ted was a personal mentor of mine from my 
days with the Junior League of Saginaw Valley, 
and that carried over to my role with the Sagi-
naw Community Foundation,” said Johnston.

In 2000, Saginaw Community Foundation 
honored Ted with our Frank N. Andersen Spirit 
of Philanthropy award. The award honors 
an individual who has a history of outstand-
ing philanthropic leadership and who has 
demonstrated an extraordinary personal 
commitment to improving the quality of 
life for Saginaw County citizens. Other past 
recipients include Wally Bronner, The Shaheen 
Family, Lloyd Yeo, and Richard Garber just to 
name a few.

Besides his involvement with Saginaw Commu-
nity Foundation, Ted was very active in other 
charitable and civic organizations in the region. 
He served as President/Board Chair of the 
Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation, Saginaw 
Valley State University, United Way of Saginaw 
County, Saginaw General Hospital, and more 
than 300 exempt organizations, including 
hospitals and health care organizations.  
 

He was also Director of Wolohan Lumber  
Company and Citizens Banking Corporation.

Ted received numerous awards, including an 
honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from Saginaw 
Valley State University, Lifetime Community 
Service Award from Saginaw County Chamber 
of Commerce, and United Way Outstanding 
Community Volunteer Award. 

Our community lost an incredible leader,  
mentor, and friend. Everyone at Saginaw 
Community Foundation can’t thank Ted Braun 
enough for everything he did for our organiza-
tion, our community, and our region. 

“Ted will be remembered for years to come,” 
said Johnston.

I N  M E M O R I A M

Susan Rifter of the Junior League of Saginaw 
Valley presents a $50,000 check to Ted Braun 
as a 50th anniversary gift  to the community, 
establishing Saginaw Community Foundation  
on February 7, 1984.

Hugo E. “Ted” Braun (right) pictured with his wife of 62 
years, Ruth Braun. (Photo courtesy of MLive Media Group/
The Saginaw News).



Notable Dates

Application deadline for  
SCF General Grants

Application deadline for  
Community Improvement  
Initiative (CII) Grant

Application deadline for Nexteer 
Steering the Future Grants

Application deadline for  
Dow Corning Donor Advised Grant

Annual Celebration event  
(details coming soon)

Excellence in Education Event,  
Horizons Conference Center

APR
01

MAY
01

MAY
22

JUNE
01

JUNE
12

1 Tuscola St., Suite 100B
Saginaw, MI 48607

If you are receiving duplicate  
copies of Cornerstone, let us know, 

and please pass one on to a friend.

stonecorner

Name(s):

Billing Address:

City:     State:      ZIP:

Phone:   Email:

Gift amount:       $500       $250       $100       $50       Other $:   

Direct gift to fund/program (if applicable):

Please charge my:    VISA       MasterCard       Discover      American Express

Credit card #:                Expiration date (MM/YY):              / 

Print name as it appears on credit card:

Signature:

Please make checks payable to Saginaw Community Foundation

MAIL TO: Saginaw Community Foundation • 1 Tuscola St. • Suite 100B • Saginaw, MI 48607

Save a stamp. Donate online.
saginawfoundation.thankyou4caring.org MICS 8035

Good. Ever.For For
Your generous donation will make an impact 
in Saginaw County


