
SCF provides support to our 
community during times of 
unprecedented need 

When the year began, no one would have 
guessed that little more than a quarter of 
the way into 2020, our community would be 
presented with two disasters – the COVID-19 
global health crisis and devastating flooding 
as a result of the May 2020 dam failures. 
While the path to recovery was and is filled 
with a degree of uncertainty, one thing that is 
certain is the knowledge that our community 
would step-up, rally together, and persevere 
… because as we have been saying, “it takes a 
village”, now, more than ever. 

COVID-19 Response

In mid-March, the staff at the Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation rapidly switched gears to 
respond to community needs surrounding 
the COIVD-19 outbreak. Immediately, we 
activated our Emergency Relief Fund and 
opened it for donations. As a community 
convener, we brought together a variety 
of partners and agencies to strategize and 
implement support efforts. 

Thanks to our amazing donors, the SCF 
Emergency Relief Fund has been able to 
financially support organizations/causes 
addressing the immediate needs of those in 
our community such as:

• supporting our local food pantries through 
Hidden Harvest along with the emergency 
food box program organized by the YMCA 

• aiding Partnership Center with their 
increase in requests  from individuals 
seeking help with immediate emergency 
circumstances

• distribution of feminine hygiene products 
for students who would typically receive 
them at their school

The SCF Emergency Relief Fund is designed 
to help provide flexible resources to organiza-
tions working with communities who are 
disproportionately impacted by the econom-
ic consequences of the COVID-19 outbreak 
and also the historic flooding from the dam 
failures occurring in May 2020. This fund is 
designed to complement our community’s 
current efforts and expand local capacity to 
address all aspects of the outbreak and flood 
recovery as efficiently as possible. We are in 
regular communication with our community 
partners in Saginaw County to define these 
needs and provide a rapid response as needed.

Small Business Loans

Following the “Stay Home, 
Stay Safe” Executive 
Order from the Governor’s 
office, it became quickly 
apparent that small busi-
nesses in Saginaw County 
needed assistance to 
remain sustainable. SCF 
utilized funds available 

from our Investing for Community Impact 
Fund to support Saginaw Future, Inc’s. efforts 
through the Michigan Small Business Relief 
Program. The program was designed to sup-
port small businesses with 50 or fewer em-
ployees in Saginaw County that had realized 
significant hardships and met other qualifying 
metrics as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

The funds awarded to small businesses could 
be used for working capital to support payroll 
expenses, rent, mortgage payments, utility 
expenses, or other similar expenses that occur 
in the ordinary course of business. SCF aided in 
the application review process along with Sag-
inaw Future, Inc. and the Mid-Michigan Small 
Business Development Center at Saginaw 
Valley State University. A total of $223,500 was
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Volunteers distribute masks at Heritage 
High School in Saginaw Township on  
May 13, 2020 as part of a county-wide 
giveaway.
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Since our founding in 1984, Saginaw Commu-
nity Foundation has been led by a visionary 
Board of Directors. We continue to benefit 
from the wise counsel and oversight of these 
accomplished civic leaders, and we are grate-
ful for their service. 

New Board Chair

Laura Yockey, Saginaw 
community president, 
TCF Bank, assumes 
the role of Board Chair 
at Saginaw Commu-
nity Foundation. A 
member of the Board 
of Directors since 

2012, Laura served previously as the Board 
secretary and most recently, its vice-chair. 

Retiring Board member

We especially wish to 
acknowledge our retir-
ing Board of Directors 
member, Smallwood 
Holoman, Jr.

Smallwood joined the 
SCF Board 17 years 

ago in 2003. In his dedicated years of service, 

Smallwood served as community liaison, SCF 
liaison, vice-chair, chair, and immediate past 
chair. In addition to serving in those roles, 
Smallwood also served on various commit-
tees including serving as the chair of SCF’s 
Distribution Committee.

New officers elected

At our June Board meeting, the following 
officers were elected:

John Shelton, Vice-Chair
Todd Gregory, Secretary
Trish Luplow, Treasurer
Felicia Rose-Barry, Assistant Treasurer
Dana Tell, Community Liaison 
Dr. Mamie Thorns, Ph.D., Immediate Past Chair

New member appointed

Also, at our June Board 
meeting, the following 
individual was appoint-
ed to a Board position:

Miguel Gomez, Sagi-
naw County Sheriff’s 
Department 

A provision in the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act passed in 
March 2020 by Congress and signed into law 
allows for a deduction for cash contributions 
made to a qualifying charitable organization, 
like Saginaw Community Foundation, during 
2020 for up to $300 for individual taxpayers or 
up to $600 for married-filling-jointly taxpay-
ers. The deduction is available retroactively for 
contributions made since Jan. 1, 2020. 

This deduction is available only to people who 
do not itemize their deductions. Contributions 

to donor advised funds, even those held at 
a qualifying charitable organization, do not 
qualify for this new deduction. 

For those donors who are still able to itemize 
their deductions, and therefore directly write-
off gifts to charity, the previous deduction cap 
was 60% of adjusted gross income*.  Corpora-
tions were able to deduct charitable donations 
up to 10% of taxable income. The CARES Act 
lifts these caps to 100% for individuals and 
joint filers, while corporations will see their 
cap lifted to 25% for 2020.

*The 60% of AGI limit is for giving to 501(c)(3) public charities. The deductibility of gifts to 501(c)(3) private founda-
tions is capped at 30%, and was not included in this legislation.
All information has been obtained from sources believed by Saginaw Community Foundation to be accurate and 
reliable. Please consult your tax advisor for specific tax advice.
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loaned from SCF to assist 31 qualifying 
small businesses.

Mask Giveaway

In response to a growing need in our 
community for individuals to have 
masks/face coverings to protect against 
transmission of COVID-19, SCF helped 
organize a community mask giveaway. 
Partnering with WNEM TV-5 and The 
Work Wear Store, nearly 30,000 masks 
were distributed free-of-charge on May 
13 at four locations across Saginaw 
County: Heritage High School in Saginaw 
Township, St. Charles High School, the 
Dow Event Center and Claytor Head 
Start in Buena Vista. Families were able 
to receive two or four reusable masks at 
this drive-through contactless giveaway. 
Hundreds of vehicles lined-up at the four 
sites to pick-up the sets of masks with 
people traveling from as far away as Mt. 
Pleasant, Bay City and even Grand Blanc.

Historic Flooding Response

As the rains began falling in mid-May, 
no one could have predicted the rainfall 
amounts would lead to multiple dam 
failures along the Tittabawassee River in 
Gladwin and Midland Counties, pushing 
a large volume of water downriver into 
Saginaw County. In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, residents of the 
Great Lakes Bay Region were now faced 
with another disaster to overcome – a 
historic 500-year flood.  

In Saginaw County, an initial survey 
following the flooding revealed that 13 
Saginaw County homes were destroyed, 
nearly 150 sustained major damage, 
around 160 sustained minor damage and 
over 130 additional homes were affected 
by the flooding. Homes and businesses 
were particularly affected in the City 
of Saginaw, Thomas Township, James 
Township, Saginaw Township, Spaulding 
Township, Zilwaukee Township and Titta-
bawassee Township. It was estimated that 
nearly $10 million in damages occurred.

SCF joined the Saginaw County Long-
Term Disaster Recovery Group along with 
a variety of community partners to help 
with flood relief efforts. After a Presi-
dential Disaster Declaration was made 

concerning the 2020 Mid-Michigan Dam 
Failure, affecting Saginaw, Gladwin and 
Midland counties, the  Saginaw County 
Long-Term Disaster Recovery Group was 
able to hire Felicia Rose-Barry as a full-
time case manager  to help navigate local, 
state and federal aid opportunities. The 
manager position – funded by SCF – will 
work with the more than 600 Saginaw 
County residents whose homes experi-
enced total losses or damage during the 
flood.

“The clients I have served thus far are 
grateful to have someone help navigate 
through the several layers of recovery, 
even if it’s just providing a 1-800 number to 
a federal agency,” said Felicia Rose-Barry.

Going Forward

Recovery from two challenging emergen-
cies will take time and resources. There 
will not be quick fixes for a global health 
emergency and its impact to residents 
here in our community or to repair 
damages from flood waters. Saginaw 
Community Foundation stands ready 
to respond with either financial support 
where needed or by using our convening 
expertise to bring together individuals 
and organizations to plan for and pave 
the path forward towards healing and 
restoration.

“It has been truly amazing to see how a 
community can and wants to help and 
support,” said Reneé Johnston, president 
and CEO. “In one day, minutes apart, SCF 
received notification from a group and a 
separate individual who were planning 
fundraising activities to support SCF’s 
Emergency Relief Fund. And, to have 
local banks, organizations and family 
foundations contact SCF with an ap-
proved set amount willing to contribute 
without really asking any questions, has 
been so comforting.”

Interested in helping the recovery?  
Visit saginawfoundation.org and click 
on the Emergency Relief Fund link 
on our homepage to donate, or mail 
a contribution to 1 Tuscola St., Suite 
100B, Saginaw, MI 48607 and indicate 
“Emergency Relief Fund.”

Hundreds of vehicles line-up on N. Center Rd. in Saginaw Township 
for a mask giveaway at Heritage High School on May 13, 2020.

Volunteers distribute masks at Claytor Elementary School in  
Saginaw on May 13, 2020 as part of a county-wide giveaway.

Volunteers assemble packages of masks at the Freeland 
SportsZone in Tittabawassee Township in preparation for the 
county-wide mask giveaway on May 13, 2020.



We thank our corporate sponsors for 
their generous support of Saginaw 
Community Foundation general 
operations.

There are various levels of public and printed 
recognition available – including introductions 
at events, listings in foundation publications 
and logos on our website – depending upon your 
membership level. For more information, call 
(989) 755-0545.

WANT TO JOIN THE  inner  CIRCLE?

Andrews Hooper Pavlik PLC
Ascension St. Mary’s
Covenant HealthCare
Duperon Corporation
Fabiano Brothers
Garber Automotive Group
The Iles Schropp Group 
Isabella Bank
Michigan Sugar Company
Saginaw Valley State University
Shaheen Development
Spence Brothers
Wildfire Credit Union 
The Wirt-Rivette Group
Wolgast Corporation
Zehnder’s of Frankenmuth

Record-setting year for 
scholarship awards
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It was a record-setting year at the Saginaw 
Community Foundation (SCF). As part of 
our 33rd annual Excellence in Education 
scholarship awards, SCF awarded 586 
scholarships to 390 high school, college 
and nontraditional students for a total 
of $803,250. The number of awards and 
students as well as the dollar amount 
awarded were all record-high numbers. 

“The scholarships we award each year are 
made possible because of the generosity  
of our donors and their commitment to  
education,” said Mai Lee, program officer 
at SCF. “Our donors are individuals, 
families, civic groups and businesses who 
believe in the value of education. To them 
we extend our deepest appreciation as 
they make the dream of higher education 
come true for so many students.” 

Since 1987, the foundation has awarded 
more than $7.2 million to students to help 
them achieve their educational goals. 

“Education is vital to the growth and future 
of every community. Scholarships can 
help people in our region obtain a degree, 
certificate or other training that will help 
further their aspirations and goals,” said 
Reneé Johnston, president and CEO at the 
foundation. 

The foundation currently administers 230 
scholarships that have been established by 
its donors as well as the Saginaw Promise 
Zone scholarship.

“People traditionally think scholarships 
are just for high school seniors,” Lee said. 
“But the Saginaw Community Foundation 
offers scholarships for many individuals 
seeking higher education – from displaced 
workers to the single mother just returning 
to school to a student working full-time 
and attending college part-time.” 

Students representing 51 schools from the 
Great Lakes Bay Region, the State of Mich-
igan, and other parts of the United States 
received scholarship awards this year.

Due to the “Stay Home Stay Safe” Execu-
tive Order implemented back in March,  
we were not able to host our annual in- 
person Excellence in Education recognition 
event for donors and students. Instead, we 
have created a series of galleries on our 
website to honor and recognize students 
organized by school. To view the galleries, 
visit saginawfoundation.org.

SCF will begin accepting applications for 
2021 scholarship awards on Nov. 1, 2020 
with applications due by Feb. 15, 2021.  
Visit our website for information at  
saginawfoundation.org. 
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New community garden to be  
installed in northeast Saginaw
2020 grant recipient  
announced; 2019 project 
completed 

On Saginaw’s northeast side, a new communi-
ty garden will be constructed at the corner of 
Cathay and McGill Streets, thanks to $25,000 
in grant funding from SCF’s Board of Direc-
tors’ Community Improvement Initiative (CII) 
Grant. Bethel AME Church will be leading the 
project, which is located just down Cathay 
St. from the new garden. This year’s CII Grant 
Award marks the 8th consecutive year for this 
competitive grant program. 

The community garden project will feature 
a fruit and vegetable garden, children’s 
playground, walking path, a family picnic 
pavilion, and decorative fencing to surround 
the entire garden area. The project could earn 
an additional $5,000 in grant funding from SCF 
if the project is able to fundraise an additional 
$25,000 by June 2021. 

The goal of this community garden is to 
improve the quality of healthy food resources 
in Saginaw’s northeast side. This project will 
allow students from nearby Arthur Eddy 
Academy, the nearly 250 residents from the 
surrounding neighborhood, and Bethel AME 
parishioners greater access to nutritious foods 
that are necessary to live a healthier lifestyle. 

Implementation of this project 
will increase the availability of 
nutritious foods and strength-
en the community ties, while 
reducing environmental impacts 
and reduce some of the food 
security issues experienced by 
many residents.

The new garden will create a 
spot where area residents and 
their families can spend quality 
time together in a safe space for 
gardening and physical activity 
by using the walking path and 
playground.

2019 CII Project: National 
Fitness Campaign Fitness Court® 
completed

The 2019 CII Grant Award project, The Fitness 
Court®, is now complete and ready for use. The 
City of Saginaw, in partnership with Saginaw 
County Parks & Recreation, last year’s CII 
Grant recipient, finished-up construction this 
summer of the court, located on Fordney St. 
in front of the Frank N. Andersen Water and 
Skate Park.

Established by the National Fitness Campaign, 
The Fitness Court® is an outdoor bodyweight 
circuit-training system featuring a series of 

full-body exercises that can be 
completed in just seven minutes. 
7 Movements in 7 Minutes is a sim-
ple yet powerful workout created 
for a range of athletic abilities, 
and is optimally performed on 
the Fitness Court®. Developed 
by experts in the field, each 
exercise takes 45 seconds, with 
a 15-second interlude between 
sets, and is shown to burn more 
calories per minute than most 
other forms of exercise.

The Fitness Court® accommo-
dates a variety of skill levels and 
abilities at each station, from 
beginner to expert. Each piece of 

equipment allows users to leverage their body-
weight at different angles and levels of resis-
tance as a tool to improve over time. In addition 
to the 7 Movements in 7 Minutes training system, 
the Fitness Court® can be used in thousands 
of ways and variations. The possibilities for 
custom movements and routines are endless. 

Learn more about The Fitness Court® at 
nationalfitnesscampaign.com.

What is the Community Improve-
ment Initiative?

“We have defined a community improvement 
initiative as a project that will create indelible, 
measurable impacts in the immediate and 
broader community,” said Reneé Johnston, 
SCF president and CEO. 

This initiative extends beyond existing char-
itable organizations, churches, schools and 
county/city officials. Individuals, community 
groups, neighborhoods, businesses and youth 
groups can apply if they utilize the Foundation 
as a fiscal sponsor. New and existing communi-
ty projects are eligible.

With this initiative, Saginaw Community 
Foundation has created a funding vehicle that 
will enable the grant recipient to be more pro-
active in addressing community improvement 
needs. A desired outcome is to encourage the 
community to create and implement commu-
nity improvement initiatives on its own.

C O M M U N I T Y  I M P R O V E M E N T  I N I T I A T I V E  U P D A T E

Learn more about the CII grant

Visit saginawfoundation.org/site/grants/grant-programs/community-improvement-initiative/ to learn more about 
the Community Improvement Initiative, how to apply for the CII grant, view a draft grant application, read the FAQ, and 
learn about past projects.

Future location of Bethel Community Garden Project on Cathay St. 
in Saginaw.

CII 2019 Project: The Fitness Court® , located in Riverfront Saginaw  
on Fordney St., provides a free space for exercise and fitness training.
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Your generous donation will make an impact 
in Saginaw County

Martin Luther King, Jr. Regional 
Scholarship applications due

4th Quarter 2020 Application 
deadline for Nexteer Steering the 
Future Fund Grants

1st Quarter 2021 Application 
deadline for Nexteer Steering the 
Future Fund Grants

SCF Scholarship Application 
opens online

1st Quarter 2021 SCF General 
Grant Applications Due

SCF Scholarship Application 
submission deadline

Applications for the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Regional Scholarship are now available. This schol-
arship is for Bay, Midland and Saginaw County high 
school seniors, regardless of ethnicity, who actively 
embrace Dr. King’s dream of improving racial harmony 
and social justice.

Scholarships are $1,000 and nonrenewable. The awards 
are scheduled to be presented at the annual Great 
Lakes Bay Regional Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
program to be held in early 2021 at Saginaw Valley  
State University (pending State of Michigan guidelines 
for indoor gatherings).

Applications must be completed online at  
scf.spectrumportal.net and are due by Oct. 31, 2020. 

MLK Regional  
Scholarship
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