
In January 2021, as part of the Michigan Opioid 
Partnership activities, the Community Foun-
dation for Southeast Michigan, in partnership 
with global public health organization Vital 
Strategies, announced grants to ten commu-
nity foundations located throughout Michigan 
to reduce overdose deaths by expanding harm 
reduction services within their communities. 
Saginaw Community Foundation is one of the 
ten community foundations to receive this 
grant in the amount of $60,000. 

Upon receipt of the grant from the Community 
Foundation for Southeast Michigan, The Dow 
Chemical Company Foundation contributed 
an additional $50,000 to the program.

Opioid overdoses are the leading cause of 
death for Americans. Fatalities in Michigan are 
among the highest in the nation, behind just 
nine other states. Preliminary data from 2020 
suggests that COVID-19 pandemic has only 
exacerbated the trend, both locally and na-
tionally. Many programs exist to educate oth-
ers on the harms of opioid addiction, but not 
as well-known are harm reduction programs 
committed to engaging with and caring for the 
health and wellbeing of people who use drugs. 
Harm reduction strategies include naloxone 
distribution, syringe services programs, and 
partnerships with first responders – these are 
critical overdose and life-saving measures.

“For many communities, COVID-19 has turned 
a dire situation into a desperate one,” said 
Mariam Noland, president, Community Foun-
dation for Southeast Michigan. “Community 
foundations like ours are well positioned to 
translate these funds into life-saving resources 
and support for individuals who truly need it. 
As we work to address this public health issue 
in Michigan, we are pleased to partner with a 
global public health leader in Vital Strategies, 
as well as our fellow community foundations 
to create immediate and effective impact.”

Within the City of Saginaw, Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation is collaborating with the 
following organizations to solidify harm re-
duction strategies in our community: Saginaw 
County Health Department, Great Lakes Bay 
Health Centers, Families Against Narcotics 
and their programs Hope Without Hand-
cuffs and Comeback Quick Response Team, 
Peer 360 Recovery Alliance, Saginaw Police 
Department, Mobile Medical Response and 
Saginaw Transit Authority (STARS). The goals 
of the harm reduction efforts include opening 
a syringe service program in the Saginaw 
County Health Department, providing stigma 
reduction training to first responders, support 
the Comeback Quick Response Team, educate 
the public through art to help reduce the 
stigma attached to drug addiction and create 
awareness on where individuals can receive 
help for addiction.

Working together with our partners, the goals 
of the Harm Reduction Program are:

• Work with Saginaw City Council to change 
the ordinance prohibiting a syringe services 
program in the City of Saginaw

• Provide supplies to stock the syringe ser-
vices program at the Saginaw County Health 
Department

• Establish a relationship with Mobile Medical 
Response to participate in stigma reduction 
training

• Fund the overtime costs for Saginaw Police 
Department and Mobile Medical Response 
staff to attend stigma reduction training

• Fund overtime costs for a police officer to 
accompany the Comeback Quick Response 
Team when they go to the homes of those 
who recently overdose

SCF leading grant funded  
Harm Reduction Project
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Continued on page 5 …

One of the projects associated with the Harm 
Reduction Program was the creation of a mural. 
Here is an early artist rendering of a five-story 
tall mural that will be installed on the south 
facing facade of the Saginaw County Health De-
partment building, 1600 N. Michigan Ave. The 
mural is designed by Flint, Mich. muralist Kevin 
Burdick using input from a group of individuals 
in recovery to tell their story. The mural is sched-
uled to be installed in March/April 2022.



SCF welcomes  
new staff members

S T A F F

We are so happy to welcome two new additions to our staff  here at  
Saginaw Community Foundation.  
 
Chamika Ford has joined our staff as our new Program Officer. In 
this role, Chamika will be responsible for managing our scholarship 
program as well as two educator-based competitive grant programs: 
Grants for Excellence and the Louis & Karen Constan Science Educa-
tion Fund Grant.

Alexandria Martinez has joined our staff as our new Program Associ-
ate. In this role, Alexandria will be responsible for assisting with our 
scholarship program as well as our general competitive grant program.

Welcome, Chamika and Alexandria!
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Moving forward
Since March 2020, Saginaw County has faced 
many challenges. Yet we remain a humble and 
resilient community. Collectively we time and 
time again consider the resources at hand and 
we get to work and make great things happen.

A potential once-in-a-generation opportunity 
has arrived with the City of Saginaw and Sag-
inaw County poised to receive multi-millions 
of dollars in federal funding via the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). On January 25, 2022, 
myself, along with 14 other individuals, were 
appointed by Saginaw City Council to serve on 
the ARPA Advisory Committee. This committee 
will give input regarding how the city of Saginaw 
may use the ARPA Funds for potential projects. 
The committee is comprised of city residents, 
business owners, and leaders of nonprofit orga-
nizations or churches. I am honored to serve on 
this committee representing SCF and to help 
find the best use for these funds. As we have 
said before, it takes a village.

During the pandemic, the Saginaw Commu-
nity Foundation continued our philanthropic 
activities by providing grants – both emergency 
and competitive – and scholarships.  Over the 
last two years, the SCF Staff and Board have 
been considering future challenges and oppor-
tunities that exist in our community and how 
best our organization can prepare to address 

those changes. We realized that our strategic 
plan, created in 2013 and updated in 2018, 
needed an overhaul. Beginning in September 
2021, the SCF Staff and Board of Directors have 
been working towards the development of a 
new strategic plan, as well as creating a new 
Mission, Vision, and Value statements. I want to 
note that going into the process, everyone was 
committed to the development of a strategic 
plan that would be a working document – one 
that would set SCF in the right direction to best 
serve the needs of Saginaw County. It is our 
hope that the plan will help guide our work for 
the next several years, receiving updates along 
the way where needed.

In our Fall 2022 issue of Cornerstone, I look 
forward to sharing the results of the hard work 
that the SCF Staff and Board has dedicated to 
this new strategic plan. I’m even more excited to 
put the plan into action and the see the results 
that emerge from it.

Happy Spring!

Reneé S. Johnston  
President & CEO

President’s
Report

F R O M  R E N E É  S .  J O H N S T O N



Grant program continues 
grass-roots impact  
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C O M M U N I T Y  I M P R O V E M E N T

A look back 
at past CII 
grants 

A total of $250,000 in total donations 
from a variety partners were used to 
renovate the trails, replace dead trees, 
add a new playground and put lights, 
security cameras and a new parking lot 
into the park. The Consumers Energy 
Foundation contributed $125,000 
towards the project in matching funds 
to celebrate the company’s 125th anni-
versary.

Tracing its roots back to 2012, the Board of 
Directors’ Community Improvement Initia-
tive (CII) Grant from Saginaw Community 
Foundation has helped support ten commu-
nity projects with a total financial impact of 
$265,000. This year marks the tenth anniver-
sary of the grant program.

Every year, Saginaw Community Foundation 
awards its CII Grant to a single project. The 
project, as selected by the Foundation’s 
Board of Directors, receives $25,000. An 
additional $5,000 is granted if the selected 
project matches the initial $25,000 grant 
amount.

The goal of this initiative for Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation is to create a funding 
vehicle that enables organizations to be 
more proactive in addressing community 
improvement needs. A desired outcome is to 
encourage the community to create and im-
plement community improvement initiatives 
on its own.

What exactly is “community  
improvement”?

“We have defined a community improve-
ment initiative as a project that will create 
indelible, measurable impacts in the imme-
diate and broader community,” said Reneé 
Johnston, SCF president and CEO. 

This initiative extends beyond existing 
charitable organizations, churches, schools 
and county/city officials. Individuals, com-
munity groups, neighborhoods, businesses 
and youth groups can apply if they utilize 
the Foundation as a fiscal sponsor. New and 
existing community projects are eligible.

What types of projects are eligible?

The projects submitted must create indeli-
ble, measurable impacts in the immediate 
and broader community; be supported and 
planned by a broad range of users; and have a 
clear, well-laid plan for success and sustain-
ability.

Who can apply for the grant?

Any 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization is 
eligible to apply. The Saginaw Community 
Foundation, another nonprofit, a local unit 
of government, or a religious institution can 
be used as the fiscal sponsor for individuals, 
community groups, neighborhoods, busi-
nesses and youth groups if not a registered 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

How to apply

Applications are due by April 1. Before 
beginning an application, please contact 
Brian Jackson, director of donor services 
and special initiatives, at (989) 755-0545 or 
brian@saginawfoundation.org to discuss a 
project. Additional information can be found 

at saginawfoundation.org/site/grants.

Deindorfer Woods
Park Revitalization 

2012

The CII grant was used to construct a 
curriculum-driven playground geared 
for children ages 2-5 within the Sports 
and Fitness Park located in a city block 
at N. 6th and N. 7th Streets and Federal 
and Janes Avenues in Saginaw.

Mission in the City 
Curriculum-Driven  
Playground

2013

This project was a partnership between 
Thomas Township Parks and Recre-
ation department and Swan Valley High 
School that completed safety projects 
on the Thomas Township Trail (includ-
ing fencing and a solar caution light), 
clear out overgrown and downed trees 
at Roethke Park, build benches and bike 
racks for the Thomas Township Trail 
and initiate Phase One of a trailhead pa-
vilion that provides restroom facilities 
for trail-goers and a picnic shelter.

Thomas Township  
Parks and Trails 
Partnership for a Better Today

2014

Read extended  
overviews of all  
CII Grant recipients
Visit: bit.ly/3aI3AdM 



We thank our corporate sponsors for 
their generous support of Saginaw 
Community Foundation general 
operations.

There are various levels of public and printed 
recognition available – including introductions 
at events, listings in foundation publications 
and logos on our website – depending upon your 
membership level. For more information, call 
(989) 755-0545.

WANT TO JOIN THE  inner  CIRCLE?
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This grant helped New Beginnings 
Enrichment Center continue improve-
ments to a neighborhood enrichment 
center located within its One Week, 
One Street program area. The enrich-
ment center will impact approximately 
800 neighborhood residents allowing 
for activities like reliable internet 
access, classes, trainings, seminars, 
workshops and also provide a safe and 
supervised place for students to go after 
school.

Saginaw Community Foundation was 
one of many community, state, and fed-
eral partners that aided in the purchase 
of just over 334 acres of former industri-
al property along the west bank of the 
Saginaw River from the RACER Trust, 
to be used for nature-based, passive 
recreation activities and an open space 
resource under the management of the 
Saginaw County Parks and Recreation 
Commission.

Focused in the Unity in the Community 
Neighborhood Association, this project 
addressed blight and other needs of the 
neighborhood specifically: interior and 
exterior painting, window repairs, lead 
remediation, improving accessibility 
such as ramps and handicap railing, 
fixing outdoor lighting and addressing 
other safety and code violations.

Located on Fordney St. in front of the 
Frank N. Andersen Water and Skate 
Park, The Fitness Court® is an outdoor 
bodyweight circuit-training system fea-
turing a series of full-body exercises that 
can be completed in just seven minutes.

New Beginnings  
Enrichment Center 
“One Week, One Street”

Saginaw County  
Parks & Recreation 
Saginaw River  
Headwaters Rec Area

Saginaw County  
Community Action  
Committee, Inc. 
Minor Home Repairs Program 

City of Saginaw 
National Fitness Court

2015

2016

Kingdom Builder’s Ministry serves 
young men who are unemployed or 
underemployed by teaching market-
able job skills in construction trades 
and agriculture. The Ministry buys 
abandoned houses and remodels them 
as well as buying vacant lots to create 
urban farming plots full of apple and 
peach trees and honey bee hives. 

Kingdom Builders  
Ministries of Michigan 
Restoring Saginaw’s Abandoned 
Homes, Lots, and Lives

2017

2018

2019

On Saginaw’s northeast side, a new com-
munity garden will be constructed at the 
corner of Cathay and McGill Streets.  The 
garden project will feature a fruit and 
vegetable garden, children’s playground, 
walking path, a family picnic pavilion, 
and decorative fencing to surround the 
entire garden area.

Bethel AME Church 
Bethel Community Garden 

2020

Located at the former Samaritas 
Neighborhood House on Russell St. in 
Saginaw, The NEIGHB will make needed 
improvements to the facility including 
upgrades to the gymnasium and basic 
infrastructure needs that allow for the 
facility to restart services.

The NEIGHB 
The NEIGHB Community Center 

2021
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D O N A T I O N S  B Y  C H E C K

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

With over 590 unique funds each with their 
own area of impact, there are a variety of 
ways you can match your giving area of 
interest with your philanthropic goals and 
give back to your community with a gift to 
Saginaw Community Foundation (SCF). Gifts 
of cash, checks, real estate, fine art, retire-
ment savings, appreciated securities, stocks, 
bonds or business assets are accepted – and 
each type of gift has requirements to meet in 
order for SCF to accept your gift.

Changes in the way checks are validated 
and processed for deposit at SCF’s primary 
financial institution necessitate a modifica-
tion to the way SCF can accept gifts made by 
check. If you give to SCF with a personal or 
business check, and may have donated in the 
past to SCF by making your check payable to a 
specific fund (i.e., Saginaw Promise Scholar-
ship Fund) or a special project fund, we want 

to make you aware of a new way for you to 
prepare your check for a donation to SCF.

Effective immediately, if you wish to 
donate via check, please make your check 
payable to Saginaw Community Founda-
tion and indicate the fund name or special 
project you wish to direct your donation to 
on the memo line. You may also indicate the 
name of the fund or special project you wish 
to support with your gift by using a SCF dona-
tion envelope, a SCF donation form, or sep-
arate note enclosed with your contribution. 
In order for SCF to be able to accept and 
deposit any donation made via check, it is 
important that all checks are made payable 
to Saginaw Community Foundation.

If you would like to donate electronically 
via credit or debit card, please visit https://
saginawfoundation.thankyou4caring.org. 

Our secure donation page features a search 
function that allows donors to find and select 
a fund to direct a gift towards. Donations to 
multiple funds can be compiled into a “shop-
ping cart” and processed at one time with 
a single transaction. Receipts are emailed 
within minutes using the email address 
provided during the transaction. If you would 
like to set-up a recurring automatic donation 
charged to your credit or debit card, please 
contact us at (989) 755-0545 for details.

For any questions about contributing via 
check, or for any other concerns, please 
contact us at (989) 755-0545. The Saginaw 
Community Foundation staff and Board of 
Directors wish to thank all of our amazing 
donors for their support, for it truly takes a 
village … for good, for ever.

Check Donation  
Requirements

Important Information Regarding  
Donations via Check

1
1

2
2

To make a donation to any fund or 
special project at SCF, the check must 
be made payable to “Saginaw Com-
munity Foundation.” Do not make 
your check payable to a specific fund 
name or special project.

Use the Memo Line to indicate the 
fund name or special project you wish 
your donation to support.

• Provide support to Peer 360 staff for 
their time providing stigma reduction 
training to first responders

• Cover Peer 360 meeting costs for 
convening individuals to form a strategy 
for collecting art from those in recovery 
along with working with a professional 
artist to design a public mural

One of the most impactful benefits of the 
work being done with this program has been 
a change with a city ordinance in Saginaw. 
Members of the Harm Reduction Program 
helped to educate city council members and 
law enforcement that the main purpose of 
harm reduction is to keep people alive. 

On July 26, 2021, Saginaw City Council 
approved an ordinance change allowing 
the Saginaw County Health Department to 
begin the process for opening a Syringe Ser-
vices Program (SSP). The SSP is not limited 
to only city residents, but is available to all 
individuals in Saginaw County.

SSPs are designed to provide sterile 
injection equipment for individuals utilizing 
injection drugs. These programs are 
associated with a 50% reduction in HIV and 
hepatitis C virus (HCV) incidence. When 
combined with medications that treat 
opioid dependence, HIV and HCV transmis-
sion is reduced by over two-thirds.

“Overdoses are increasing in Michigan as 
COVID-19 amplifies the risks shaped by 
social isolation and economic decline,” 
said Reneé Johnston, president and 
CEO, Saginaw Community Foundation. 
“Harm reduction strategies like naloxone 
distribution, syringe services programs, 
and partnerships with first responders are 
critical overdose prevention and life-saving 
measures. This new funding will invest in 
community-rooted harm reduction pro-
grams that are committed to engaging with 
and caring for the health and wellbeing of 
people who use drugs.”
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Your generous donation will make an impact 
in Saginaw County
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